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Islamic Way











Islam is an entire way of life, and Allah's Guidance extends into all areas of our lives.  It has given detailed regulations for our economic life, which is balanced and fair. Muslims are to recognize that wealth, earnings, and material goods are the property of God, and we are merely His trustees.  The principles of Islam aim at establishing a just society wherein everyone will behave responsibly and honestly. It is forbidden to gain property or wealth by fraud, deceit, theft, or other falsehoods.  "...Give just measure and weight, and do not withhold from people the things that are their due.  And do not do mischief on the earth after it has been set in order.  That will be best for you, if you have faith." (7:85). Payment of �HYPERLINK "http://islam.about.com/cs/zakat/"�Zakat� (alms) is one of the basic pillar of Islam. Allah commands in the Quran, “And they have been commanded no more than this:  to worship Allah, offering Him sincere devotion, being true in faith.  To establish regular prayer, and to give zakat.  And that is the religion right and straight."  (98:5)  Every Muslim who owns wealth, more than a certain amount to meet his or her needs, must pay a fixed rate of Zakat to those in need.  Zakat is a means of narrowing the gap between the rich and the poor, and to make sure that everyone's needs are met.


Productivity can only increase if there is a circulation of wealth-an effective distribution of wealth-which the capitalist economic system fails to achieve. Consequently the philosophy that the market will naturally distribute wealth throughout society as a result of the relationship between production and price is erroneous from its basis and has never been achieved in reality. It has been required foreign intervention to alleviate poverty through increased aid; an occurrence which only exacerbates the debt problem. As a result the gulf between rich and poor countries has increased exponentionaly with disastrous consequences.





Islam prohibits the hoarding of wealth and this would be enforced by government. This would create the economic conditions in which entrepreneurial activity can flourish by empowering the people to become economically productive. So if the land has not been worked on for more than three years then people would lose ownership of that land, and transfer ownership to people who will use the land productivity.





Central to the problem of the development aid in the capitalist context is the interest-based system, which has crippled the developing world; Islam’s prohibition of interest prevents these types of scenarios developing. The multilateral debt burden of the poorest countries has grown exponantionally rising to 800%, which means that, on average African countries are paying $27 million a day in debt. The Islamic system prohibits interest according to the Qur’anic evidence: “O you who believe! Fear Allah and give up what remains of your demand for usury if you are indeed believers. If you don’t, take notice of war from Allah and His messenger. But if you turn back, you shall have your capital sums. Deal not unjustly and you shall not deal with unjustly” (2:278-279)





Therefore in an Islamic economy loans would be free from interest, allowing African as well as developing Asian countries to spend more on developing infrastructure, health and education than on servicing debt. Only then could these countries bring themselves out of poverty by having the ability to develop its industries that can compete in the global market. There needs to be a radical shift in thinking and any solution for world, and organization of the globe economy requires a comprehensive solution that addresses people’s values, criteria and objective in life .The Islamic ideology-in spite of human imperfections in its implementations –provide that alternative .Islam links our actions to higher values and greater ideas which address the core of the problem facing the world. The belief that the human mind can determine good and bad regardless of time and complexity, which is the base of capitalism, is poverty to erroneous .If millions of people who have died from poverty are not sufficient proof then no proof will really suffice. 
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Personalities





From Director’s Desk….             











In the modern world, Islam is seen as many things, but rarely is it viewed as a source of inspiration and enlightenment. World media largely portraits Muslims as ignorant, far from the knowledge of Science and barren minded with research attitude. Colonialism, the institution of the Western educational model, along with Euro-centrism often portrays Islam as backwards, incompatible with science and technology and anti-educational.  Muslim school children never learn of their glorious past and often the only thing passed on to them is the inferiority complex of the generation before them. Our text books on science are only glorifying the contributions of Einstein, Newton, Darwin, Watson, Crick etc. but we hardly find name of any Muslim scientist there.  From the past we can learn from our mistakes and use the analysis of those great examples before us as role models to enrich us in the future.





	 It is true that presently Muslim countries are, in general, lagging behind in research, including the research in science and technology, despite their collective material and human potential. However, it is very ironic, noting that Muslim Scientists of the past were the pioneers of scientific and medical research and were the first to employ scientific experimentation. Islam nurtured and preserved the quest for learning.  There are several Qur’anic verses and traditions of the Prophet (SAW) to this effect. The first revealed verses of the Qur’an state: “Recite in the name of your Lord, Who created. He created man from a leech-like structure. Recite and your Lord is Most Generous, Who has taught by the pen. He taught Man that what he knew not.”  Allah also says, addressing the Prophet (SAW) “Say, My Lord, increase my knowledge.” Allah asks us to look inside ourselves and at the universe to discover His laws. “Let man consider from what he is created.” And in another verse: “Will they not reflect on camels, how they are created; the sky, how it is raised; the mountains, how they are erected; and the earth, how it is leveled”. 





Learning in Islam is not limited to religious studies. Early Muslim scholars used to acquire an extensive knowledge, not only in jurisprudence (fiqh), Qur’an, and linguistic studies, but also in medicine, chemistry, Physics and natural sciences. Knowledge has to be based on evidence. Allah says: “Can there be another God besides Allah? Say bring forth your proof if you are telling the truth!” Based on the above, scientific research is considered by some scholars as fardi- kifāya (collective religious duty). It was this that inspired the Muslims to great heights in sciences, medicine, mathematics, astronomy, chemistry, philosophy, art and architecture
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 “He will shine like the sun and enlighten the people.” This is what Mirwaiz Haji Moulana Muhammad Yahya said about his son, Mirwaiz Moulana Rasool Shah, on the day he was born (September 5, 1855). Mirwaiz Rasool lived upto the expectations of his great father and came to be known as Sir Syed of Kashmir. 


Mirwaiz’s quest for acquiring knowledge started when he had only seen four springs of his life. Under the able guidance of Akhond Abdullah Sahib of Rajouri Kadal, the Mirwaiz learnt Quran. He grasped the Divine verses well and would correct the Imam whenever he committed mistakes.� Unlike most of the scholars, the Mirwaiz strictly followed the teachings of the Holy Book and never compromised his integrity. When Partap Singh offered him a handsome stipend, the Mirwaiz refused to take it and said, “I trust Allah. He alone is my sustainer.” Mirwaiz would spend a big chunk of his earnings on the welfare of widows, orphans and the needy. He undertook construction of Aali Majid at Eidgah, repaired the Jamia Masjid and other shrines. He fought social evils vehemently. He would urge the Muslims to refrain from a crude show of ostentation during marriage ceremonies.  �Mirwaiz was severely criticized for his fight to eliminate the social evils prevailing in the society. Some unscrupulous elements came all out against him. Several cases were filed against him. However, he stood like a firm rock and continued his fight despite all odds. He was man with a clear vision. He could forsee the importance of modern education and took pains to persuade Muslims not to shy away from it. In 1891, when modern education was considered an evil, the Mirwaiz laid foundation of Anjuman-e-Nusratul Islam at Rajouri Kadal, Srinagar. He worked as a labourer while construction of school was going on. When the school came into being, it produced a galaxy of scholars some of whom played a significant role in the Kashmir freedom struggle. When the school was founded, the Muslims lived in despondency. They were all dependent on the Pandit population even for reading and writing letters. This school marked the beginning of the end of that era.  Another reason for the establishment of the school was the presence of Christian missionaries in the Valley who had already established a school and a hospital to facilitate propagation of Christianity in Kashmir. They were, to some extent, successful in their endeavour as some Kashmiri families accepted the Christian faith. The Mirwaiz was greatly disturbed by the developments and provided an alternative in the shape of Anjuamn-e-Nusratul Islam. 


Moulana Rasool Shah became the Mirwaiz of Kashmir on March 5, 1891, when his father passed away. His hold on the Holy Book could be gauged from the fact that he explained Sura Muluk and Sura ARRehman for eight years. Similarly, he lectured on Sheikh Ali Ibn Sultan Muhammad Qari’s Chehl Hadees for nine consecutive years. Moreover, he has several publications to his credit.


 The Mirwaiz commanded respect. People would not smoke in his presence. On seeing the Mirwaiz approaching people would hide their cigarettes. Mirwaiz passed away on July 30, 1909, after a brief illness. His death was widely mourned in the Valley and outside. Renowned Kashmiri scholar, Moulana Anwar Shah Kashmiri, mourned his death through a couplet. However, the Mirwaiz clan in particular and the people of Kashmir in general need to ponder. While Sir Syed Ahmad khan’s school developed into one of the best universities of the sub-continent, Mirwaiz’s school has not progressed much. Where lies the fault? The people of Rajouri have also got a university named after Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah. There was no Mirwaiz to guide them. Considered backward in this part of the state, they did what elites from this place could not do. They have many lessons to teach Kashmiris.    


The school founded by the great scholar has not failed the people of Kashmir. The school has produced great personalities. Even the alumni of the school can play a role to take this institution to new heights. The great Mirwaiz is held in high esteem by all the people irrespective of their political affiliations. Every year people hold seminars to pay tributes to his memory. He played his part well and gave this people what was needed during those fateful times. But, the best tribute that can be paid to this great son of Kashmir is to take his mission forward.    
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Mirwaiz Moulana Rasool Shah…….Sir Syed of KASHMIR





        Zahir-ud-Din  (�HYPERLINK "mailto:din.zahir@gmail.com"�din.zahir@gmail.com�)


        Rising Kashmir….25th june,2011





Member’s column

















Being educated and being literate are two different things.


If one has a professional degree to show against his name, he can call himself literate. But being educated depends on how one conducts himself in different situations and how one behaves in public places.


By dictionary definition:


ed·u·cat·ed     [ej-oo-key-tid] 


–adjective


1. having undergone education: educated people.


2. characterized by or displaying qualities of culture and learning.


3. based on some information or experience





lit·er·ate     [lit-er-it] 


–adjective


1. able to read and write.


2. having or showing knowledge of literature, writing, etc.; literary; well-read 





You see the difference? 





- Parking in "No Parking" zone even if they see board


- Stopping right in the middle of the road to let passengers get down


- Jump off a moving bus which is slowing down at a stop in the middle of the road and then cursing the car driver who stops just before hitting them


- Driving slower than a bicycle on the fast happily having conversation on mobile phone


- Wriggle through congested traffic trying to get ahead when a bunch fools like me are waiting for the traffic to clear


- Keeping the helmet between the legs instead of wearing it and then wearing a sunglass making himself look worse than how Johny Lever would look


- Crossing the road without looking at the flowing traffic and commanding to stop by raising the hand as if he/she is the Will Smith (Hancock).





I can go on ... 





India has literacy of 61% which is pretty close to Andhra Pradesh's literacy rate. 





But, how about education? 
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MAULANA AZAD NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOR MINORITY STUDENTS





The objective of the Fellowship is to provide integrated five year fellowships in the form of financial assistance to students from minority communities, as notified by the Central Government to pursue higher studies such as M. Phil and Ph.D.  The Fellowship will cover all Universities/Institutions recognized by the University Grants Commission (UGC) under section 2(f)  and section 3  of the UGC Act and will be implemented by the Ministry of Minority Affairs through UGC for students belonging to the minority communities. The fellowship under Maulana Azad National Fellowship for minority students will be on the pattern of UGC Fellowships awarded to research students pursuing regular and full time M. Phil and Ph.D courses. The fellowship holders under this Fellowship will be known as Ministry of Minority Affairs scholars.





For details visit our website (�HYPERLINK "http://www.sparkeducation.webs.com"�www.sparkeducation.webs.com�) Or �HYPERLINK "http://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/"�http://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/�














Direct Response To The Prevalent Ignorance, Illiteracy, Moral Turpitude And Morass Into Which Our Society Has Fallen. 


Our Aim Is To Provide And Propagate Quality Education, Moral Upliftment And Social Transformation.





Let’s join our hands against illiteracy, exploitation and ignorance.
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WI-FI Technologies


Opp. Achabal Bus Adda, Anantnag, Kashmir 


Hello: 01932-224703, 09622535366, 09086103672
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Scholarships, Jobs and vacancies





Are You A Literate Or An Educate………….?


                        Arif H. Qadree





 SPARK
































Due to the present turmoil in J&K, we have been witnessing an ever increasing number of orphans and destitute, who couldn’t continue their education and training due to the financial problem, despite their talent and enthusiasm. Some efforts are made by the Government and non-Government organizations to provide assistance to the sufferers at various levels. However, the situation is very much disastrous at grass-root level. HELPING HANDS….a ray of hope, a purely charitable venture of the SPARK, makes a humble but serious and sustained effort to help these people in completing their education and skilled training in an honourable manner.











Objective:





To provide educational scholarships to meritorious and talented orphans and students of poor and deserving families.


To establish vocational skill development centers for the needy persons to make themselves earning.








To achieve these objectives, huge financial resources and active cooperation form all sections of the society is needed. A respectable and Allah fearing society is always expected to widen their hands in such ventures.





Hence, we make a humble appeal to public in general and resourceful persons in particular to come forward and DONATE generously towards this Fund, which has been created for this purpose only.


The various desirable modes of donation are:





Adopting one or more orphans in terms of their education.


Regular donation and contributions.


Sponsor any scheme of HELPING HANDS under sponsorship program.


Permanent donor.
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The importance of education is best described by a famous Chinese proverb  “If you want to think one year ahead, plant rice, If you want to think 10 years ahead, plant trees, But if you want to think 100 years ahead, give education to people." Best education is a guarantee for durable peace, progress, prosperity, integrity and honesty. 


�The school is one of the most important formal agencies of education which plays major role in molding the ideas, habits and attitudes of a child with a view to produce well balanced personalities. Higher education is an important stage in the ladder-type continuum of education. The definition of higher education includes a hierarchy of institutions and programs. Central universities, state universities, private universities, IITs, NIETs, IIMs and various colleges offering general, specialized or professional education, occupy the spectrum of higher education.





It is at the level of higher education that one’s shaping and sharpening into a quality human resource actually takes place. Just like we have high resolving power telescopes which can distinguish the constituents of a double star in space and a microscope of high resolving power which can distinguish germs from its surroundings, the basic objective of higher education is to increase this mental resolving power of the human mind and add real value to human resources to produce scientists, intellectuals, leaders, wealth creators and administrators who shape the future of our society.





Today everybody seems to be after quality education and great talks, research papers in conferences, seminars and workshops are being presented but the reality is different. Once I was discussing quality higher education with a friend of mine, now a retired college principal and he narrated a humorous story that when he appeared for the principals interview in J&K PSC, some years back, the Chairman during the interview session told him that “how can he amuse us with some joke of his college?” where he was working as acting principal then. He told the panel that “what joke I can tell you …..We have 300 students in the college and among them 250 are Sumo Drivers….. “The whole interview panel burst into a peal of laughter.





The huge quantitative expansion in the higher education over the last two decades with 80 degree colleges, 100 private colleges, many universities and dozens of extension centers has thrown us new challenges in terms of declining quality in these institutions in view of the inadequate infrastructure, faculty and other facilities. It appears that even if we meet our targets of higher access and enrollment, even if we spend huge amounts on higher education and even if we open a large number of new colleges, the issue of quality education will continue to hang over. Further, never has a college degree been more important and at the same time never has it been more expensive. With the result that our universities and colleges have remained as factories churning out thousands and thousands of graduates and postgraduates only to be unemployable.





A culture of rote learning, lack of application of knowledge and a poor examination system have undermined our higher education. The system is not fostering critical thinking, innovative use of knowledge, problem solving skills, nor are the students taught to face the real life problems. Our study focuses on testing our memory capacity. We are so worried about test scores and in this way we have narrowed the scope of education thus devaluing the credibility of a degree and wasting the best human talent. Further the component of moral education is also missing as our education is blindly directed towards the materialistic end, which is degrading our moral standards and weakening the social fabric of our society.


�The common entrance test (CET) and the AIEEE examination badly affect the science academics in the colleges as most of the candidates register in the colleges for BSc classes but never turn up till these exams are over. These students have huge shortage of attendance and they are never being stopped for appearing in the university examinations.  I remember that when I was in GDC Sopore in 1997-2001 we used to monitor the attendance of our students and send reports to the principal and next day their parents were notified about their wards attendance shortage. This component is now missing and it has emboldened the students and the parents that even if they fail on other fronts, they can still manage to appear for university exams and get a degree. We cannot discourage these students on this front of appearing in the competitive exams but we need to shift these exams in Jan, Feb or March so that students have the option to attend the college in a regular manner. 


�There is a disappointment among the students that there are no better prospects in obtaining an academic degree. So they lack vigor and zest to take serious academics in the colleges. Probably we need to have special cells in our colleges for counseling these guys and make them clear that more 60% jobs available every year in India or in J&K state, require a graduate qualification which includes prestigious IAS, IFS and KAS competitive exams. How good future a graduate will have if he qualifies IAS, IFS or KAS just after coming out from an academic college at a young age? They also need to be told that there are other ways of building ones career through academics and research etc. In my classroom lectures I have always been spending few minutes telling students about the bright future they will have if they pursue serious academics in the college. Apart from this, our universities have to come out with syllabi which are job-oriented and which will reduce the wide gap between industries and academic institutions. There should be an interface between society, industry and educational institutions. There is a need to design and propose new courses to see the emerging global trends and to meet all professional requirements. The new syllabi so formed must have long term prospects. But it must not be done at the cost of academic subjects. The academic subjects like the arts and sciences have not become redundant even in the most developed countries.These subjects provide the rigorous academic training that enable students to succeed across a 


number of fields later in life. �
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Helping Hands





Guest Column





Infusing excellence in higher education


-Dr. Muhammad Amin Malik

















